Pre-operative preparation of the skin with a depilatory.
Although the removal of hair as a pre-operative preparation of the skin is desirable, it need only be removed over an area limited to a planned incision, and then only in hirsute patients. The use of a depilatory cream as an alternative to a razor would seem to have the advantages of increasing patient comfort; of avoiding injuries inflicted by even skilful shaving; and perhaps of diminishing the incidence of wound infection, without significant risk of reaction to the depilatory. Routine extensive pre-operative hair removal in all patients is unnecessary.